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The Retractable Hard Top (hereinafter called RHT) was developed under the Mazda’s road
ster concept and introduced to the 3rd generation roadster. The RHT is light weight, requires

minimum shift in center of gravity and short time for opening/closing, which allows casual

application of open roof. The RHT model accounted for more than a half of the overall road

ster sales, making it an essential lineup. For the 4th generation roadster, the RHT was inno

vated with a high goal to realize the ideal status while proceeding the normal evolution of t

he positive points of the previous model. The motion of the system was improved to more fit

with a person’s operation, and the quietness and quality feel when the roof is closed was si

gnificantly upgraded. The fastback-style, a key for the differentiation in appearance was reali

zed by the revision of the linkwork and the efficient way of roof retraction.

This report describes the development target and process as well as measures taken.
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